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White alone

58.8%

Hispanic or Latino

18.1%

Black or African American

13.1%

Asian

5.8%

Two or more races

2.7%

American Indian and Alaska Native

1.3%

U.S. Demographics 

Female 50.8 Male 49.2



•Race is a social construct

•A human-invented classification system 

created to define physical differences between 

people. 

•What races are in this picture? 

What is race?



RACISM





Race in the U.S.

Racially diverse country because 
of the indigenous population, 
slavery and different waves of 

immigration 

Racism a systemic problem

Upsurge today in white 
nationalism, Nazis 



Studying the History and trying to squash it: White House Executive 

Order on Combatting Race and Sex Stereotyping vs. 1619 Project--

Pulitzer prize winning author Nikole Hannah-Jones, NY Times



Studying Racism in Law: Critical Race 
Theory (CRT)



CRT Related 
areas:

Critical White Studies: Richard 

Delgado,

Latinx Crit, QueerRaceCrit: Frank 

Valdez 

Indian Crit: Robert Williams

Asian Crit: Robert Chang

E-Crit: Osagie Obasogie

Dis-Crit (Disability): Rabia Belt

Desi-Crit (South Asian): Vinay 

Harpalani

Critical Masculinity: Devon Carbado

Global Crit: Khaled Beydoun



Criminal Justice: 
occasionally    a    victory!!





BLM founders: Alicia Garza, 
Patrice Cullors, Opal Tometi



Criminal Legal System



Nearly 1 million people in the U.S. 

experience the threat or use of force by 

police annually, and they are 

disproportionatelyBlack and Latino

Mostpolicing has little to do with real 

threats to public safety

Police kill far more people than do police in 

other advanced industrial democracies

Police violence





POLICING IN THE U.S.



Women & 
Policing



•Police force 

abolition

•Defunding the police 

force

•End qualified 

immunity 

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS



What is a 
Hate Crime?

HATE CRIME

MOTIVATION FOR 

COMMITTING THE 

CRIME BASED ON BIAS

A CRIME



• Atlanta spa shooting of 
Asian-American women

• Anti-Asian hate incidents 
following COVID-19

• Murder of Black trans 
women

• Charleston church shooting

Hate 
Crimes 
in the 
U.S.





• In 2020 hate crimes rose to the highest level 
in more than a decade

• FBI reported the highest number of hate-
motivated killings since data collection 
began in the early 1990s

• 2019: 51 hate crime murders occurred 
⚬ 22 people were killed in a mass 

shooting in a Walmart in El Paso, 
Texas

⚬ Perpetrator attempted “to scare 
Hispanics out of the state”

Recent Rise in 
Hate Crimes 





Moving Towards 

Better Protection

•The Senate voted (92-6) to move forward with consideration of hate 
crimes legislation aimed at combating violence toward Asian 
Americans.

•The COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act could require Attorney General 
Merrick Garland to appoint a Department of Justice official to 
expedite a review of reported hate crimes during the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

•The bill would also direct AG Garland to provide guidance for state 
and local law enforcement agencies for establishing online reporting, 
culturally appropriate public education campaigns, and data 
collection.



Immigration/Crimmigration



Economic Disadvantage: 
Unemployment, Underemployment, 

wealth disparities



WOMANISM:

bell hooks, 

Gloria Anzaldua

Audre Lorde, 

Alice Walker, 

Toni Morrison, 

Angela Davis



FEMINIST 

JURISPRUDENCE:

Catherine 

MacKinnon, 

Robin West, 

Deborah Rhode



CRITICAL RACE 

FEMINISM



Looking forward

What are or should be 
among priorities of the 
new Administration that 

will affect race and gender 
areas? How would you 

rank them?



• COVID relief
• Voter suppression
• Stimulus payments  
• Raise minimum wage to $15
• Lessen wage and unemployment gaps
• Reform immigration system including refugees and asylees
• Forgive student loan debt
• Eviction moratorium
• Improve our health care options
• Lessen maternal mortality gaps 
• More affordable child care
• Endorse Paycheck Fairness Act
• Strengthen diversity and inclusion 
• Expand focus on sexual harassment 
• Support the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)
• Put Harriett Tubman on the $20 bill
• Enforce the Violence against Women Act (VAWA and IVAWA)
• Ratify the international treaties CEDAW and CRC

How to rank these items?



Questions?

adrien-wing@uiowa.edu


